Background: This letter of support AB 1245 – a 2 year bill which is identical to AB 381, with one key change: it limits compliance to contracts over $550,000. This legislation seeks to adopt Federal regulations under FAR 22.17 related to preventing trafficking in Federal supply chains. Full legislative language can be found here.

Instructions: The following letter is a template that can be used by your organization for submitting a letter of support for AB 1245. Please be sure to adapt and delete all highlighted portions.

Submission: Steps to Take: 
Create an account with California Advocates: The California Legislature will only accept letters received through an online portal system called California Advocates. 
· Create an account here, if you do not already have one. 
· Follow the prompts and fill out the necessary information to set up your account.
· Once you've set up your account please follow the steps below to begin the letter submission process. 
 
Create a letter of support: There is a sample letter on the next page for your reference. Please place the content of the sample letter on your own organizational letterhead, include a signature, and tailor as desired to reflect the perspective of your organization and/or why this bill is necessary. Personal stories are important!
Submit a letter of support: Once signed into the portal: 
· Select the “Submit a Letter” (top left corner).    
· Enter the bill number (AB 1245) and session type (Regular). Select “Search.”
· Ensure that the proper bill has populated and select “Next.”
· On the “Submit Letter as” page, either select or enter your organization.
· Ensure Both Committees and the Author is selected. This will ensure that the appropriate legislative staffer will receive a copy of your letter. Select “Next.” 
· Upload your letter, select “Support” under “Stance,” and enter a subject line.
· You will be prompted to a final “Review Your Submission” page where you can make sure the information you entered is accurate. 
· Once you've done so, select “Submit.”

For our tracking purposes please also submit your letter here using this form.

Deadline:  June 1, 2026

Questions: Email SJI Stephanie.Richard@lls.Edu




[INSERT ORGANIZATIONAL LETTERHEAD]

June 1, 2026

Senator Lola Smallwood-Cuevas
Chair of the Labor, Public Employment and Retirement Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 6740 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Senator Susan Rubio
Chair of Governmental Organization Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 584
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: AB 1245 (Stefani) State contracts: certification process - SUPPORT 

Dear Senator Smallwood-Cuevas and Senator Rubio,
On behalf of [ORG NAME], I am writing in strong support of AB 1245 (Stefani) which would enhance protections against human trafficking in California’s procurement policies by requiring companies contracting with the State to implement specified measures to prevent human trafficking, forced labor, and child labor in their supply chains. 
Data shows that business-controlled supply chains are the primary drivers of trafficking. The International Labour Organization estimates that nearly 28 million people are in forced labor, with 86% exploited in the private sector.[footnoteRef:1] Migrant workers, women, and children are disproportionately affected due to unfair recruitment practices and multilayered subcontracting. As the fourth-largest economy with immense purchasing power, California is uniquely positioned to enact changes that reduce exploitation both within the state and globally.  [1:  Int’l Labour Org., Global Estimates of Modern Slavery: Forced Labour and Forced Marriage 2-3 (Sept. 2022), https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/wcmsp5/groups/public/%40ed_norm/%40ipec/documents/publication/wcms_854795.pdf.] 

California has long demonstrated leadership in combating human trafficking through the procurement policies it adopted in 2007. As new research has deepened our understanding of the complex factors that enable trafficking—including the role of subcontractors and unethical recruitment practices targeting migrant workers—it has become clear that the law must evolve to reflect this evidence. 
The federal government recognized the severity of this issue in 2016, when it enacted procurement reforms that created a clear and effective model for preventing human trafficking in supply chains. AB 1245 adopts this proven federal framework and ensures that state procurement policies reflect a decade of progress in supporting ethical businesses through consistent, established standards. As federal oversight weakens under the Trump Administration, adopting this model is becoming increasingly necessary to ensure continued protections—requiring California to act decisively where federal enforcement is growing more and more unreliable. 
INSERT ANY RELEVANT WORK OR EXPERIENCES THAT LEND SUPPORT TO AB 1245 FOR EXAMPLE:

· Our organization works to protect children from exploitation and abuse. AB 1245 will take California one step further in ensuring contractors and subcontractors are taking steps to ensure forced child labor are not used in their supply chains…
· Our coalition works on upholding the integrity and rights of workers. We know firsthand how complex subcontracting schemes allow private actors to absolve themselves of blame when forced labor and child labor are discovered in supply chains. AB 1245 will allow California to establish clear standards creating transparency and consistency… 	
Why AB 1245 Matters: 
· Protecting Workers: Strengthens safeguards against systemic exploitation by requiring contractor compliance plans, banning recruitment fees, and mandating that key employment terms be disclosed in workers’ native languages.
· Accountability for Subcontractors: Ensures that subcontractors are held to the same ethical and transparency standards, promoting consistency across entire supply chains.
· Corrective Measures: Requires swift action to address and eliminate trafficking or forced labor when detected, reinforcing responsible and ethical business practices.
Companies that contract with the state should uphold ethical standards, ensuring that taxpayer dollars do not contribute to exploitation. AB 1245 offers the state a meaningful opportunity to further strengthen and modernize its procurement standards, ensuring that goods purchased by California are free from abusive practices and human trafficking.
For these reasons, [ORG NAME] urges your “aye” vote on AB 1245. By reinforcing protections for workers and clarifying expectations for ethical business practices, this bill helps create a procurement system that rewards compliance and deters exploitation.

Sincerely,
[Signature]
[Name, Title, Organization]
